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dence, or quoted as a writing of authority. It is only an
account of facts of which we know not how they were col-
lected, and which every one may admit or reject at his
own choice, till they are ascertained by proper evidence
at our own bar, and which, therefore, ought not to in-
fluence our opinion in the present debate.

Nor is the bill, my lords, only founded upon principles
inconsistent with the constitution of this nation, apparently
tending to the introduction of a new species of oppression,
but is in itself such as cannot be ratified without injury to
the honour of this great assembly.

In examining the bill, my lords, I think it not necessary
to dwell upon the more minute and trivial defects of the
orthography and expression, though they are such as might
justly give occasion for suspecting that they by whom it
was written, were no less strangers to our language than
to our constitution. There are errours or falsehoods which
it more nearly concerns us to detect, and to which we can-
not give any sanction, without an evident diminution of
our own authority.

It declares, my lords, that there is now an inquiry de-
pending before the senate, an assertion evidently false, for
the inquiry is only before the commons. Whether this
was inserted by mistake or design, whether it was intended
to insinuate that the whole senatorial power was comprised
in the house of commons, or to persuade the nation that
your lordships concurred with them in this inquiry, it is
not possible to determine; but since it is false in either
sense, it ought not to receive our confirmation.

If we should pass the bill in its present state, we should
not only declare our approbation of the measures hitherto
pursued by the commons, by which it has been already
proved, by the noble and learned lord who spoke first
against the bill, that they have not only violated the law,
but invaded the privileges of this house. We should not
only establish for ever in a committee of the house of com-
mons, the power of examining upon oath, by an elusive and
equivocatory expedient, but we should in effect vote away
our own existence, give up at once all authority in the go-